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displayed, in a high degree, the art of handling ships
tinder sail as they luffed or wore and tenaciously
jockeyed for position, while the gunners fought in
the smoke that drifted between the frigates.

At length Captain Lambert became convinced
that he had met his master at this agile style of
warfare and determined to come to close quarters
before the Java wa3 fatally damaged. Her masts
and yards were crashing to the deck and the slaugh-
ter among the crew was already appalling. Ma-
rines and seamen gathered in the gangways and
upon the forecastle head to spring aboard the Con-'
stitution, but Captain Bainbridge drove his ship
clear very shortly after the collision and continued
to pound the Java to kindling-wood with his broad-
sides. The fate of the action was no longer in
doubt. The British frigate was on fire, Captain
Lambert was mortally wounded, and all her guns
had been silenced. The Constitution hauled off
to repair damages and stood back an hour later
to administer the final blow. But the flag of
the Java fluttered down, and the lieutenant in
command surrendered.

The Constitution had again crushed the enemy
with so little damage to herself that she was ready
to continue her cruise, with a loss of onlv nine